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MEETING DATE: July 11, 2006, Work Session AGENDA ITEM NO.:  3 
 
CONSENT:   REGULAR:  X CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION: X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE:  Sister Cities Program 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Indicate the City’s willingness to participate in Sister Cities activities with Rueil-Malmaison, 
France. 
 
 
SUMMARY:  In late June two representatives of Lynchburg’s Sister City, Rueil-Malmaison , France, Vice Mayor 
Andre Cros and Council Member Anne Creau Dubrisay visited Lynchburg to explore opportunities for greater 
economic interaction between the two communities.  They met with both City and regional economic development 
officials and several area businesses.  Attached is a document that provides some background on Rueil.   
 
Also attached is a proposal for an economic development initiative between the two communities.  The goal is very 
pragmatic, to seek to establish economic ties between businesses in Rueil and the Lynchburg area.  Any visits 
would focus on business development as the prime purpose of any exchange.  As such, participation by area 
businesses would be essential to the success of this initiative.   
 
Because there were concerns about the City’s past participation in the Sister Cities program, it was felt that this 
matter should be discussed with Council to determine its interest in this proposal. 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):  Lynchburg’s participation in the Sister Cities program started in the 1990’s.  Activities in the 
last five years have been limited to private initiatives.  
  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Undetermined. 
 
 
CONTACT(S):  Kimball Payne, 455-3990; Mary Jane Russell, 455-4493 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): Economic Trip document from Rueil-Malmaison; Proposal 
 
 
REVIEWED BY: lkp 
 
 



RUEIL -MALMAISON 
ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
 

    Dear Joan, Mary Jane and Kimball, 
 
  
 
   I and Ann would like to thank you warmly for your welcome and itinerary and for the 
discussions and meetings we have had with the members of your community. 
    We are happy to see that you are highly interested and willing to work with us in order to open 
up new economic relationships to facilitate pragmatic business opportunities on both sides  
 

 
 

RUEIL-MALMAISON  -  LYNCHBURG 
Proposals 

 
 
    Just as I and Ann have done it, we are inviting 3 of you to fly over to Rueil-Malmaison to get a 
better understanding and knowledge of our local economic potential. 
To our minds we think the most suitable persons are the city manager, the director of the economic 
development and a member of the city council, preferably Joan Foster, whom we met and whose 
enthusiasm we appreciated in getting involved in building new relationships 
    According to our mutual agreement this visit will take place between November 29th and 
December  1st 
    
 We have agreed that aiming at building new relationships and enlarging our economic cooperation 
will lead both cities to future economic exchanges on the one hand in November 2007 from Rueil 
to Lynchburg and on the other hand in Spring 2008 from Lynchburg to Rueil 
( Here is the rule:  the delegation should be composed of 10 to 15 business representatives and 
about 5 city / region representatives ) 
     
 
    We would be grateful if you could have this mutual agreement be proposed and confirmed by 
your new city council by the end of July in order to start organizing your visit next November 
 
    We again thank you very much for all 
 

 
André Cros 

Vice mayor in charge of the economic and employment development 
 

Anne Créau Dubrisay 
City Councellor 

 




















